The result of these cultures from the cannula would be most interesting, as it is possible that infections from the cannula may arise from crusts on its surface and spread of the organisms into the blood stream along the outer surface of the cannula. It is also possible that such infection may be reduced by daily cleaning of the cannula up to the site of insertion into the skin with separately prepared ampoules of chlorhexidine 1/5,000. This is best followed by liberal application of an antibiotic powder containing chloramphenicol powder, and preferably combined with amphotericin B and nystatin rather than application of these antibiotics as a spray.
Radioactive isotope methods of detecting early thrombosis along the cannula and its tip would also be of value in deciding whether the cannula should be removed. The patient was an English woman aged 58 who had been on holiday in Malta from 31 August to 12 September. The day after her return she suddenly developed severe headache, nausea, and fever with rigors. These symptoms persisted until 14 September, when she felt persistently hot and noticed a rash on her trunk and limbs. On 16 September she developed a dry cough and epistaxis. By 19 September, the day of admission, the rash was a deep red in colour. She had become rather confused and was having recurrent epistaxes and diarrhoea.
On examination her temperature was 105' F. (40 6 Viral Hazard from Disposable Containers SIR,-Recently there has been an increase in the use of disposable " universal " containers and vials for the transport of blood specimens and serum. It seems to us that a considerable potential danger is inherent in the use of disposable containers in which the cap is inserted into the inner surface of the neck of the container. These are available in two versions: one with grooves cut on the inner surface of the neck of the container to take a corresponding screw-cap, and another in which the cap is of the plug type. Almost invariably the grooves or the edges of the cap are covered with blood or serum, and when the cap is removed (often with difficulty) it is easy to contaminate the fingers accidentally. The risk of acquiring viral hepatitis in this way cannot be overstressed, particularly when junior technical staff, who may not be fully aware of the risk, handle such clinical specimens. There is now some evidence that serum hepatitis (long-incubation variety of infectious hepatitis) can be transmitted orally,' and it is perhaps as well to recall that the incidence of hepatitis in hospital and laboratory personnel is much higher than in the general population.`"
The risk can well be reduced by better design during manufacture-namely, by cutting the grooves on the outer wall of the containers and by employing an adequate rubber seal to the cap.-We are, etc.,
